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Iran & Ottoman History Series, No. 1

About the Book

Tarikh-e Osman Pasha consists of three historical texts: (a) Tarikh-e
Osman Pasha by Abu Bakr b. Abdullah; (b) The letter of Osman
Pasha from Damir Qapu (Derbent) to ‘Avaz Afandi, composed by
Osman Pasha’s private scribe; and (c) An account of Ottoman
invasion to Azerbaijan and occupation of Tabriz under the commander
of Osman Pasha, written by Ibrahim-e Rahimizadeh Chavush.

These texts include accounts of the Ottoman invasion to Iran $
northwest borderline provinces in Transcaucasia, Azerbaijan and
subsequent Ottoman occupation of Tabriz. The authors of these texts
have carefully been detailed the Ottoman-Qizilbash warfare. The
author of Tarikh-i Osman Pasha, himself captured at the battle field
by the Qizilbash, was able to escape to his homeland where he drafted
his work in 990/1582. Despite his hatred of the Safavids which clearly
mirrored throughout his work, he is prudent enough to record honestly
all the wrongdoings committed by Sultan’s army during the campaign
against the Shah’s subjects whether civilian or military.

These texts are of primary importance regarding the Ottoman-Safavid
wars during the years 986-993/1578-1585, concurrent with the reign
of ailing Shah Muhammad Khudabanda in Iran (985-996/1577—1588),
and Sultan Murad III’s in Ottoman empire (982-1003/1574-1595).
The greatest value of the work lay in its detailed and useful
information on Safavid-Ottoman wars, while we can find in it other
equally invaluable clues about ethnology, geography, historical
geography, relics in some cities of Iran, flourishing and populous
condition of towns in Azerbaijan and finally the war crimes
committed by the Ottoman army, especially the massacre in Tabriz.
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